Rural
Maryland

Where Is Rurall Maryland?
18I Counties

Southern: Calvert, Charles & St. Mary’'s

Western: Allegany, Garrett & Washington
Upper Shore: Cecilf Kenti8& Queen Anne’s
Mid Shore: Caroline), Dorchester & Talbot

Lower Shore: Somerset, Wicomico &
\Wercester

North-Central: Carioll, Frederick 8&arord
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Rural Marylanders

16 millionpeople
(28%) oif Maryland)
liveiini these 18
counties,

More: than'one-third
ofi the state’sirural
citizens reside in 107/
small incorporated
citiesiand towns:
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“TheState Of
Rural Maryland




Rural Maryland has higher rates of
poverty and unemployment, and
lower rates of income and
educational attainment than its
metropolitan neighbors.
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Rural Marylanders
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lack of access to
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affordable health
care and health care
services
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Other Unique Challenges are:

Loss of rural
working lands

Shortages in
affordable

workforce housing Maryland lost 1,056 e
Decaying Fa e o0 acre
infrastructure of farmland in

five years
(1997 to 2002)

challenges cffeetVe

\We needla long-term)
multizyear strategy’ to
raise the standard of:
living in rural
Maryland torailevel
that eguals or
exceeds the overall
average standardl of
living in the state

Rural Maryland

Establishedlin'2006 by the
GenerallAssembly/ tomake
important investments inl rural
economic;andi community
development programs and
projects; to reduce disparities
in rural/metiopolitan
employment: and senvicess




Rural Manyland
Prosperitynvestment Find

A key objective is to

T R Promote

). intergovermnmental

copperationiand
public/nenprofit
collaboeration on regional
Projects and semvice
delivery inirural areas:

Distributes equallamount
of grants in four'areas

Rural Maryland:
Make the Visioni a Reality

Regional councils and
other regional groups
shared some of the
projects on their wish
lists that the Rural
Prosperity Fund could
help with.

(1) Rurall Resional Planning and
Development

Provides grants to
locall gevernments
and| other entities
which' come together
I multi-county;
regions, to craft
solutions! toicommon

problems Rellesion tielregiornial.

enties: to) priortize and.
Seek fundlng ror loca.
needs




Regionall Planning

TCCWMD -- An internshifp program with;
College to address State forest issues, includi
warding off Gypsy Moths.

-- To work with various sectors to ensure tha
local colleges provide the training and services needed
to support the region’s workforce demands.
USRC -- To research the extent and impact of the lack
of affordable workforce housing within the region and
then develop necessary resources to create
workforce housing opportunities.

Lower Shore Workforce Alliance -- To assess the skills
of potential trainees to find out if they need
remediation before entering occupational skills
training programs and, if so, to provide that training.

(D) Resionallnfirast

Provides grants up to
25 percent of the cost
of infrastructure
rojects that involve at
east two units of local
government.

Wastewater Infrastructure Needs
in Maryland: $5,442,344,000*
Needs in rural Maryland:
$1,647,595,000% (30 percent
of the total)

*MDE, 2006

Regional Infrastructure: m

Eastern Shore regional councils — To establish a
Rural Planning Organization to determine
regional transportation priorities and plan for the
future of the entire Eastern Shore.

USRC - To extend the broadband network
infrastructure into business and industrial parks
and establish regional business incubator facilities.
TCCWMD - To help various entities in its region
complete identified infrastructure priorities,
especially those mandated by the state

TCCSMD - To hire a GIS expert to provide timely
regional planning data analysis and synthesis to
help solve multiple challenges facing the region over
next 15 years.




(3D Rural Entreprenelrship
Development

Provides grants to

4S_upp0rt—

entrepreneurial

development activities

of rural-serving ;

nonprofits, higher One-third. to tyo-thirds,or:
educational institutions a7y econonmies growins
and other entities that related o
help business start-ups SIS
in rural areas.

Regionall Entrepreneurship

Eastern Shore Entrepreneurship Center — To establish
Entrepreneurship Centers across the mid-shore to
help local entrepreneurs start up and survive.
Southern Maryland Agricultural Development
Commission — To develop and implement “Southern
Maryland Meats,” a regional meat processing
facility.

Shore Gourmet — Some 28 producers representing
46 products would receive the assistance they
need to start up, grow, and diversify their regional
production.

The USRC -- To develop a Research and Information
Center for agricultural businesses in the region with
empl?asis on locating and providing access to foreign
markets.

(4) Rural Community Dévelepment
and Programmatic ASSiStance,

Provides grant
funding for the
Maryland Agricultural
Education and Rural
Development
Assistance Fund
(MAERDAF) and the

Rural Maryland in requests for
Council in avajlable




Tihe Rural Maryland Council

RMC administers RMC Board voted in

administer the Rural use Rural Prosperity
Prosperity Fund resources to
using MAERDAF acquire expertise in
infrastructure rural health policy
MAERDAF Review

Board includes ;

MDA, DHMH, DHCD, RURAL

DNR, DBED and M . YLAND
RMC. COUNCIL

Rurall Prosperity has
beenia majorinitiative
of: the! bi-partisan; Rural
Callcus for more than
twolyears.

All*four delegation
chairs/of the Rural
Caucus signed a
request that;$2 million
be included inithe FY08
supplemental budget.
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How you can help?

Educate your state
representatives
about the complex
needs of Rural
Maryland

Join the Rural
Maryland Council

Our Mission:

To build a bright
future for Rural
Maryland by
addressing its unique
concerns;

To find effective
solutions by bringing
together diverse
partnerships.

Imagine Rural Marylan@lias it Could be

Make the Vision a Reality

Join Us! Join Us!

10th Annual Maryland Rural Summit
October 17-19, 2007

Solomons Island in Calvert County

www.rural.state.md.us
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