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Who is GBI?Who is GBI?
• A 501(c)(3) non-profit
• Headquartered in Portland, OR
• Formed in 2004
• Membership based organization
• Acquired US License to Green Globes 

Software in 2005
– used in Canada since 1996



Commercial ProgramCommercial Program
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What is Green Globes?What is Green Globes?

North America’s 
first interactive design 

guidance, environmental 
assessment and rating 

tool
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2. Green Globes for 
Continual 
Improvement
establishes the baseline, 
gives a current 
performance report, 
guides improvement. 

1. Green Globes for 
New Construction
guides the Integrated 
Design Process at 
each stage of project 
delivery.

Green Globes OfferingsGreen Globes Offerings
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• Architects
• Engineers: 

– Electrical
– Mechanical 
– Civil 
– HVAC

• Landscape designer
• Contractors
• Clients

Who uses Green Globes?Who uses Green Globes?
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Rating System ReportRating System Report

• More similarities than 
differences

• 80-85% point overlap 
between GG and LEED

• GG places greater emphasis 
on energy use and better 
integrates LCA

University of Minnesota recently completed a 
comparison study of Green Globes and LEED.  
Among their findings:
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LCA PioneerLCA Pioneer
• First green organization to complete a 

practical Life Cycle Assessment tool that 
will be integrated into Green Globes
– Created in partnership with Athena Institute, 

University of Minnesota and Morrison Hershfield
• Authorized the free distribution of a generic 

version of the tool to the larger green 
building community
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• Recognized by United States 
Department of the Interior and 
Department of Health and Human 
Services for use on all of the new 
construction/renovation projects
– Implemented in response to last year’s 

Memorandum of Understanding

Other RecognitionsOther Recognitions

• Recognized in Fireman’s Fund 
green insurance policy
– Policy holders can recognize annual 

insurance savings if they have a 
Green Globes rated building
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GBI ANSI Committee 
(30 Members)

http://www.asu.edu/
http://www.epa.gov/cgi-bin/epalink?target=http://www.epa.gov/&logname=epahome&referrer=seal
http://www.ashrae.org/template/Index;jsessionid=baaeRmTHOqEjv6
http://www.concrete.org/home.asp
http://www.lungusa.org/site/pp.asp?c=dvLUK9O0E&b=22542
http://www.aia.org/
http://www.moen.com/


Green Globes Green Globes 
for New Constructionfor New Construction
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Seven Areas of AssessmentSeven Areas of Assessment
1. Project Management
2. Site
3. Energy
4. Water
5. Resources
6. Emissions and Other Impacts
7. Indoor Environment

1,000 Points Available
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Integrated Project Delivery and Operation

Design 
Development 

Schematic 
design Existing Buildings

Pro-
gram

Project 
Initiation

Conditional 
Design
Assessment

Preliminary 
Assessment

Final  
Design
Verification
& On-site 
Inspection

Green Globes supports an integrated project delivery process
Construction Docs Construction Commis

sioning
End of 

Life

Continual
Improvement
Assessment
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Verified RatingVerified Rating
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Green Globes™ Ratings



Green Globes Green Globes 
for Continual Improvement of for Continual Improvement of 

Existing BuildingsExisting Buildings
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1. Demand of shareholders
2. Energy and environmental    

pressures
3. Outsourcing the 

management of assets 

Good stewardship

Greater accountability

Reduced energy 
consumption 

Greater cost-
effectiveness

Benchmarking: What gets measured, gets done

The drivers

Intro: Building Management IssuesIntro: Building Management Issues
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Green Globes: Energy & Environmental Green Globes: Energy & Environmental 
AssessmentAssessment

Green Globes for 
Continual 
Improvement:
Compatible with ISO 14000 and 
BOMA Earth Awards, provides 
energy and environmental 
performance evaluation and rating.
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Six Areas of AssessmentSix Areas of Assessment

Efficient lighting

1. Energy
2. Water
3. Resources
4. Emissions, Effluents & Other Impacts
5. Indoor Environment
6. Environmental Management

35%

8%

11%

17.5%

18.5%
10%
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Continual Improvement ofContinual Improvement of
Existing BuildingsExisting Buildings

• Assess and benchmark building performance 
• Develop comprehensive action plan for 

improvement
• Evaluate and compare multiple buildings within a 

portfolio 
• Foster increased environmental consciousness 

while training operational staff
• Improve tenant relations by demonstrating 

commitment to the environment and tenant health 
and comfort
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Database of State 
Incentives 

for Renewable Energy

• Database of state green building incentives 
• Searchable by state
• Residential and commercial 
• Available on www.thegbi.org

http://www.thegbi.org/
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Contact UsContact Us
Erin Shaffer

eshaffer@thegbi.org
Vice President of Federal Outreach

OR 

WWW.THEGBI.ORG
877-GBI-GBI-1

info@thegbi.org

mailto:eshaffer@thegbi.org
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